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If our final determination is
affirmative, the ITC will make its final
determination within 45 days after the
Department makes its final
determination.

Public Comment

In accordance with 19 CFR 351.310,
we will hold a public hearing, if
requested, to afford interested parties an
opportunity to comment on this
preliminary determination. The hearing
is tentatively scheduled to be held 57
days from the date of publication of the
preliminary determination at the U.S.
Department of Commerce, 14th Street
and Constitution Avenue, N.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20230. Individuals
who wish to request a hearing must
submit a written request within 30 days
of the publication of this notice in the
Federal Register to the Assistant
Secretary for Import Administration,
U.S. Department of Commerce, Room
1870, 14th Street and Constitution
Avenue, N.W., Washington, DC 20230.
Parties should confirm by telephone the
time, date, and place of the hearing 48
hours before the scheduled time.

Requests for a public hearing should
contain: (1) the party’s name, address,
and telephone number; (2) the number
of participants; and, (3) to the extent
practicable, an identification of the
arguments to be raised at the hearing. In
addition, six copies of the business
proprietary version and six copies of the
nonproprietary version of the case briefs
must be submitted to the Assistant
Secretary no later than 50 days from the
date of publication of the preliminary
determination. As part of the case brief,
parties are encouraged to provide a
summary of the arguments not to exceed
five pages and a table of statutes,
regulations, and cases cited. Six copies
of the business proprietary version and
six copies of the nonproprietary version
of the rebuttal briefs must be submitted
to the Assistant Secretary no later than
55 days from the date of publication of
the preliminary determination. An
interested party may make an
affirmative presentation only on
arguments included in that party’s case
or rebuttal briefs. Written arguments
should be submitted in accordance with
19 CFR 351.309 and will be considered
if received within the time limits
specified above.

This determination is published
pursuant to sections 703(f) and 777(i) of
the Act.

Dated: February 12, 1999.
Richard W. Moreland,
Acting Assistant Secretary for Import
Administration.
[FR Doc. 99–4198 Filed 2–18–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–DS–P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Institute of Standards and
Technology

Visiting Committee on Advanced
Technology

AGENCY: National Institute of Standards
and Technology, Department of
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of partially closed
meeting.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the Federal
Advisory Committee Act, 5 U.S.C. app.
2, notice is hereby given that the
Visiting Committee on Advanced
Technology, National Institute of
Standards and Technology (NIST), will
meet Tuesday, March 9, 1999 from 8:30
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The Visiting
Committee on Advanced Technology is
composed of fifteen members appointed
by the Director of NIST; who are
eminent in such fields as business,
research, new product development,
engineering, labor, education,
management consulting, environment,
and international relations. The purpose
of this meeting is to review and make
recommendations regarding general
policy for the Institute, its organization,
its budget, and its programs within the
framework of applicable national
policies as set forth by the President and
the Congress. The agenda will include
NIST update and Discussion of
Legislative Mandates; Advanced
Technology Program Retrospective;
Building and Fire Research Laboratory
Priority Setting; Information Technology
Laboratory’s Software Testing; NIST’s
Role in Wireless Technology; and a lab
tour of the Information Technology
Laboratory’s Electronic Books project.
Discussions scheduled to begin at 8:30
a.m. and to end at 9:10 a.m. on March
9, 1999, on staffing of management
positions at NIST and the NIST budget,
including funding levels of the
Advanced Technology Program and the
Manufacturing Extension Partnership
will be closed.

DATES: The meeting will convene March
9, 1999, at 8:30 a.m. and will adjourn at
5:00 p.m. on March 9, 1999.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held in
the Employees’ Lounge (seating capacity
80, includes 38 participants),

Administration Building, at NIST,
Gaithersburg, Maryland.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Dr. Brian C. Belanger, Executive
Director, Visiting Committee on
Advanced Technology, National
Institute of Standards and Technology,
Gaithersburg, MD 20899–1004,
telephone number (301) 975–4720.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Assistant Secretary for Administration,
with the concurrence of the General
Counsel, formally determined on
August 7, 1998, that portions of the
meeting of the Visiting Committee on
Advanced Technology which involve
discussion of proposed funding of the
Advanced Technology Program and the
Manufacturing Extension Partnership
Program may be closed in accordance
with 5 U.S.C. 552b(c)(9)(B), because
those portions of the meetings will
divulge matters the premature
disclosure of which would be likely to
significantly frustrate implementation of
proposed agency actions; and that
portions of meetings which involve
discussion of the staffing issues of
management and other positions at
NIST may be closed in accordance with
5 U.S.C. 552b(c)(6), because divulging
information discussed in those portions
of the meetings is likely to reveal
information of a personal nature where
disclosure would constitute a clearly
unwarranted invasion of personal
privacy.

Dated: February 12, 1999.
Karen H. Brown,
Deputy Director.
[FR Doc. 99–4188 Filed 2–18–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–13–M

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Institute of Standards and
Technology

Announcement of a Partially Closed
Meeting of the Manufacturing
Extension Partnership National
Advisory Board

AGENCY: Natonal Institute of Standards
and Technology, Commerce.
ACTION: Notice of partially closed
meeting.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the Federal
Advisory Committee Act, 5 U.S.C. app.
2, notice is hereby given that the
National Institute of Standards of
Technology’s (NIST’s) Manufacturing
Extension Partnership National
Advisory Board (MEPNAB) will meet to
hold a meeting on Wednesday, May 12,
1999. The MEPNAB is composed of
nine members appointed by the Director
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of NIST who were selected for their
expertise in the area of industrial
extension and their work on behalf of
smaller manufacturers. The Board was
set up, under the direction of the
Director of the NIST, to fill a need for
outside input on MEP. MEP is a unique
program consisting of centers in all 50
states and Puerto Rico. The centers have
been created by a state, federal and local
partnership. The Board works closely
with the MEP to provide input and
advice on MEP’s programs, plans and
policies. The purpose of this meeting is
to delve into areas the Board selected at
the previous meeting. The agenda
includes a report on the system identity
project, an update on the status of center
reviews, a briefing on continuous center
improvement and training, and an
update on the status of the Y2K
outreach. The portion of the meeting,
which involves personnel and
proprietary budget information, will be
closed to the public. All other portions
of the meeting will be open to the
public.
DATES AND ADDRESSES: The meeting will
convene on May 12, 1999, at 8:00 a.m.
and will adjourn at 3:30 p.m. and will
be held at the National Institute of
Standards and Technology, Building
101, 10th Floor, Gaithersburg,
Maryland. The closed portion of the
meeting is scheduled from 8:00–9:30
a.m.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Assistant Secretary for Administration
with the concurrence of the General
Counsel formally determined on
December 21, 1998, pursuant to Section
10(d) of the Federal Advisory
Committee Act, that these portions of
the meeting may be properly closed
because they are concerned with matters
that are within the purview of 5 U.S.C.
552(c)(4), (6) and (9)(b). A copy of the
determination is available for public
inspection in the Central Reference and
Records Inspection Facility, Room 6219,
Main Commerce.

MEP’s services to smaller
manufacturers address the needs of the
national market as well as the unique
needs of each company. Since MEP is
committed to providing this type of
individualized service through its
centers, the program requires the
perspective of locally based experts to
be incorporated into its national plans.
The MEPNAB was established at the
direction of the NIST Director to
maintain MEP’s focus on local and
market-based needs. The MEPNAB was
approved on October 24, 1996, in
accordance with the Federal Advisory
Committee Act, 5 U.S.C. app.2., to
provide advice on MEP programs, plans,

and policies; to assess the soundness of
MEP plans and strategies; to assess the
current performance against MEP
program plans, and to function in an
advisory capacity. The Board will meet
three times a year and reports to the
Director of NIST. This will be the
second meeting of the MEPNAB in
1999.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Linda Acierto, Assistant to the Director
for Policy, Manufacturing Extension
Partnership, National Institute of
Standards and Technology,
Gaithersburg MD 20899, telephone
number (301) 975–5033.

Dated: February 10, 1999.
Karen H. Brown,
Deputy Director, NIST.
[FR Doc. 99–4189 Filed 2–18–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–13–M

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[I.D. 012599A]

Notice of Availability of Final Stock
Assessment Reports

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Notice of completion and
availability of revised marine mammal
stock assessment reports; response to
comments.

SUMMARY: NMFS has incorporated
public comments into revisions of
marine mammal stock assessment
reports (SARs). The final revisions,
which were initiated in 1998, are now
complete, and copies of the revised
reports are available to the public.
ADDRESSES: Send requests for printed
copies of reports to: Chief, Marine
Mammal Division, Office of Protected
Resources, National Marine Fisheries
Service, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver
Spring, MD 20910–3226, Attn: Stock
Assessments. Copies of the regional
reports may also be requested from
Douglas P. DeMaster, Alaska Fisheries
Science Center (F/AKC), NMFS, 7600
Sand Point Way, NE BIN 15700, Seattle,
WA 98115–0070 (Alaska); Richard
Merrick, Northeast Fisheries Science
Center, 166 Water St., Woods Hole, MA
02543 (Atlantic); and Irma Lagomarsino,
Southwest Regional Office (F/SWO3),
NMFS, 501 West Ocean Boulevard,
Long Beach, CA 90802–4213 (Pacific).
Electronic copies of the reports can be

found at (http://www.nmfs.gov/
prot_res/mammals/sa_rep/sar.html).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Cathy Eisele, Office of Protected
Resources, NMFS, at (301) 713–2322,
Douglas P. DeMaster (206) 526–4045,
regarding Alaska regional stock
assessments; Irma Lagomarsino, (310)
980–4020, regarding Pacific regional
stock assessments; or Richard Merrick,
(508) 495–2311, or Steven Swartz, (305)
361–4487, regarding Atlantic regional
stock assessments.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section
117 of the Marine Mammal Protection
Act (MMPA) (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.)
requires NMFS and the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (FWS) to prepare stock
assessments for each stock of marine
mammals that occurs in waters under
the jurisdiction of the United States.
These reports must contain information
regarding the distribution and
abundance of the stock, population
growth rates and trends, estimates of
annual human-caused mortality from all
sources, descriptions of the fisheries
with which the stock interacts, and the
status of the stock.

Marine mammal SARs were finalized
for 1995 (August 25 1995, 60 FR 44308)
and for 1996 (January 2 1998, 63 FR 60).
Draft 1998 SARs were completed, with
a request for public comments, on July
24, 1998 (63 FR 39814). During and
subsequent to the public comment
period, NMFS consulted with Scientific
Review Groups (SRGs), established
under the MMPA, to discuss their
comments and the public comments on
the draft SARs. NMFS received public
comments from a variety of sources,
including state and Federal agencies,
private citizens, conservation
organizations, fishing industry
organizations, and other stakeholder
groups. Following discussions with the
SRGs, the comments were reviewed and
incorporated into these final reports.
Copies of the revised 1998 marine
mammal SARs are now available to the
public. Electronic copies are currently
available, and printed copies may be
obtained at request (see ADDRESSES).

Response to Comments
The majority of the comments were

about details of specific stock
assessment reports. These comments are
discussed here by region:

Comments on the Alaska Stock
Assessment Reports

Comment 1: It would be helpful to
have a single table in all the Alaska
reports that presented all sources of
human related mortalities.

Response: In general, the best
information on human-related mortality
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